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^ A radio  talk  'by  H.  E.  Haimiatt,  Assistant  Hegional  Eore'ster,  delivered  in 
tlie  Department  of  Agricialtn.re  period,  iiational  Farm  and  Koine  Honi’,  'I'kursday, 
Geptemker  7»  1933>  broadcast  "by  a network  of  4S  associate  ilBC  radio  stations. 
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Last  spring,  in  response  to  a resolution  of  the  United  States  Senate,  the 
Federal  Forest  Service  prepared,  and  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  transmitted  to 
Congress,  a report  entitled  "A  National  Flan  for  American  Forestry,"  It  ?;as  the 
most  comprehensive  renort  ever  compiled  on  our  Eation's  forest  situation.  And  it 
contained  recommendations  for  coordinated  aiction  hy  the  Federal  G-overninent , the 
States,  the  forest  industries,  and  the  private  land  owners,  that  would  at  last 
give  adequate  protection  and  management  to  our  forest  resources;  that  would  make 
them  capable  of  providing  permanent  employment  to  some  two  million  men;  that 
would  insure  the  maintenance  of  orir  forest  resources  in  a permanently  productive 
condition,  and  the  continuance  of  their  services  to  our  national  welfare. 

I wish  there  were  copies  of  this  report  available  for  all  of  you.  It 
would  merit  the  earnest  study  of  every  man  and  woman  v/ho  is  interested  in  the 
economic  and  social  problems  of  the  present  day. 

This  year,  1933>  we  have  made  a start  toward  that  new  deal  in  our  iiational 
Conservation  Program. 

The  President's  Emergency  Conservation  Work,  together  with  the  Public  Works 
program,  haee  permitted  that  start  toward  meeting  some  of  the  objectives  of  the 
"national  Plan  for  American  Forestry." 

Wnen  the  Emergency  Conservation  Work  plau  v^as  conceived.,  the  crying 
national  need  was  for  relief.  Of  the  300,000  men  enrolled  in  the  Civilian 
Conservation  Corps  by  far  che  majority  were  from  larger  cities  like  Hew  York, 
Philadelphia,  Chicago.  They  had  never  seen  the  woods.  Idle  and  n.ndernourished 
as  a result  c,  f conditions  cer  which  they  had  no  control,  they  were  incapable  of 
normal,  sustu.;, '.t-d,  physical  effort.  They  were  discotiraged,  and  their  morale  was 
low. 

Visualizing  these  facts,  special  measures  for  execution  by  the  Army  were 
t^aken  to  ass'are  that  these  men  should  be  conditioned  and  that  they  might  have 
certain  living  and  work  conditions,  medical  care,  food  a.nd  recreation.  Pesults 
in  man- building  have  been  phenomenal. 

Woods  y;ork  played  its  part  in  this  development.  It  is  work  which,  con- 
tinued over  the  years,  will  help  to  put  our  forest  properties  in  condition  so 
that  they,  together  with  on.r  primary  forest  ind.ustries,  may  support  two  million 
men  year  after  year. ' In  spite  of  the  time  and  effort  expended  on  major 
objectives  of  relief  and  rehabilitation,  there  has  already  resu.lt ed  a total 
volume  of  work  accomplished  that  is  truly  impressive. 

Most  of  that  work  had  long  been  planned  by  Federal  a.nd  State  forestry 
agencies  for  orderly  accompli sliment  over  the  years. 
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It  was  no  light  task  to  -re-align  thousands  of  those, .previously''  Tilanned 
projects  (scattered  throughout  the  most  inaccessihle  portions,  of  forty^-seven 
States  and  of  Alaska  and  Bierto  ?dco  as  well),  to  correlate  those  johs  and  fit 
them  to  the  new  needs  for  200-man  camps,  for  inesrperienced  men  and  for  four  to  five, 
rather  than  eight  hours  of  actual  v;ork  per  day,  and  to  locate  the  camus  from  which 
the  \7ork  might  hest  he  done. 

To  figure  out  the  most  effective  tools  to  he  used  in  all  different  classes 
of  work,  to  procure  and  distrihute  those  tools  to  the  forest  carmos,  to  locate, 
secure,  transport  and  deliver  equipment,  was  another  joh.  Experienced  overhead  — 
men  with  knowledge  of  the  various  johs  (many  of  which  were  highly  specialized)  and 
the  ability  to  lead,  also  had  to  he  obtained,  instructed,  and  assigned.  And  the 
enrolled  men,  as  they  v/ere  turned  over  by  Array;^  officers  at  camps  each  morning,  had 
to  he  taught,  encop.raged,  supervised  and  turned  hack  again  to  the  Army  in  the 
afternoon. 

This,  for  IIS,  200  men  in  591  caxaps  loca.ted  on  the  national  forests,  w'as  the 
task  assigned  to  the  Eederal  Eorest  Service,  And  in  addition  the  Eorest  Service  hr 
to  recommend  for  or  against  all  projects  on  State,  and  private  lands  (excepting 
State  parks)  and  to  supervise,  and  assist  and  advise  with  State  authorities  in  the 
conduct  of  all  woidc  being  done  by  the  men  from  the  hundreds  of  camps  established 
on  State  and  private  lands, 

'In  addition  to  the  Civilian  Conservation  Corps  program,  another  big  work 
program  is  now  going  forward  in  the  forests.  For  as  a part  of  the  Public  Works 
program  to  T.r  jvide  em.ployment  and  stimu.late  recovery,  all0tme3.it  s have  been  made  th: 
year  to  th-..-  forest  Service  for  (l)  The  construction  of  forest  highways;  (2)  The 
construction  of  minor  roads  and  trails;  (3)  The  construction  of  additional 
facilities  and  the  inprovement  existing  forest  resources. 

Projects  undertaken  as  a result  of  these  Public  Works  allotments  are  also 
those  ?/hich  carefully  had  been  weighed  and  planned  in  advance, 

Eorest  hi-gluYays  necessary  for  administration  of  the  'national  forests,  but  of 
primary  impo r •: ance  to  States,  counties  or  comnninities  within  or  adjacent  to  those 
forests,  lliT.’"'  -’oads  and  trails  are  those  which  experts  in  the  Federal  Forest 
Service  coiis j.  I-' essential  to  further  development  of  national  forest  properties. 

The  additions.^  facilities  for  which  provision  has  heen  made  are  those  urgently 
needed  to  sencguard  national  forest  properties  from  destruction  by  fire,  insects  ar 
fungus  diseases.  A:ad  existing  resources,  including  growing  forests,  range  for 
domestic  stock,  caiiip-groujids  and  recreational  facilities,  arc  also  being  improved 
under  the  provisions  laid  doun. 

All  this  work  under  Public  Works  allotments  is  being  undertalcen  from  camps 
located  directly  on  the  variops  johs.  Each  crev/  is  the  size  best  suited  to  the 
specific  joh  on  which  it  is  ¥/orking.  Men  who  are  experienced,  and  physically  fit, 
are  employed.  They  receive  wages  at  the  going  rate  and  are  not  paid  for  the  lunch- 
hour  or  for  travel  time  to  and  from  their  cainps  and  the  v?oods  work.  There  is, 
therefore,  every  reason  to  expect  for  this  work  an  output  per  man-day,  v/eek  or 
month,  which  meets  in  every  way  the  high  standards  previously  set  for  similar 
work  done  on  the  national  forests  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  Federal 
Forest  Service. 
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Our  forest  problem,  which  is  decidedly  one  of  our  major  national  problems, 
is  now  before  the  people  of  the  United  States,  -There  is  before  the  Congress  a 
carefully  conceived  plan  for  solution  of  that  problem.  During  the  days  of  our 
adversity  a precious  start  has  been  given  toward  the  accomplishment  of  that 
plan. 

The  need  points  toward  sustained  action  translated  into  immediate  work 
for  more  and  more  men;  toward  work  which,  when  done,  will  have  rebuilt  our 
forest  properties,  made  them  permanently  productive,  and  created  places  for  two 
million  men  in  permanent  worth-while  forest  jobs. 
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